HAGUE CONVENTION (111)
RELATIVETO THE
OPENING OF HOSTILITIES

18 October 07

[Here follwos the list of Sovereigns and Heads of
State who sent Plenipoteniaries to the Conference]

Considering that it isimportant, in order to ensure the
maintenance of pacific relations, that hostilities
should not commence without previous warning;

That it isequally important that the existence of a
state of war should be notified without delay to
neutral Powers;

Being desirous of concluding a Convention to this
effect, have appointed the following as their
Plenipotentiaries:

[Here follow the names of plenipotentiaries.]

Who, after depositing their full powers, found in
good and due form, have agreed upon the following
provisions:

Articlel

The Contracting Powers recognize that hostilities
between themselves must not commence without
previous and explicit warning, in the form either of a
reasoned declaration of war or of an ultimatum with
conditional declaration of war.

Article2

The existence of a state of war must be notified to the
neutral Powers without delay, and shall not take
effect in regard to them until after the receipt of a
notification, which may, however, be given by
telegraph. Neutral Powers, nevertheless, cannot rely
on the absence of natification if itis clearly
established that they were in fact aware of the
existence of a state of war.

Article3

Article 1 of the present Convention shall take effect
in case of war between two or more of the
Contracting Powers.

Article 2 is binding as between a belligerent Power
which is a party to the Convention and neutral
Powers which are also parties to the Convention.
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Article4

The present Convention shall be ratified as soon as
possible.

Theratifications shall be deposited at The Hague.

Thefirst deposit of ratification shall be recorded in a
procSs-verbal signed by the Representatives of the Powers
which take part therein and by the Netherland Minister for
Foreign Affairs.

The subsequent deposits of ratifications shall be made by
means of a written notification addressed to the Netherland
Government and accompanied by the instrument of
ratification.

A duly certified copy of the procSs-verbal relative to the
first deposit of ratifications, of the notifications mentioned
in the preceding paragraph, as well as of the instruments of
ratification, shall be at once sent by the Netherland
Government through the diplomatic channel to the Powers
invited to the Second Peace Conference, as well asto the
other Powers which have adhered to the Convention. In the
cases contemplated in the preceding paragraph, the said
Government shall at the same time inform them of the date
on which it received the notification.

Articleb

Non-Signatory Powers may adhere to the present
Convention.

The Power which wishes to adhere notifiesin writing its
intention to the Netherland Government, forwarding to it
the act of adhesion, which shall be deposited in the
archives of the said Government.

The said Government shall at once forward to al the other
Powers aduly certified copy of the notification as well as
of the act of adhesion, stating the date on which it received
the notification.

Article6

The present Convention shall come into force, in the case
of the Powers which were a party to the first deposit of
ratifications, sixty days after the date of the procSs-verbal
of that deposit, and, in the case of the Powers which ratify
subsequently or which adhere, sixty days after the
notification of their ratification or of their adhesion has
been received by the Netherland Government.

Article7

In the event of one of the High Contracting Parties wishing
to denounce the present Convention, the denunciation shall
be notified in writing to the Netherland Government,
which shall at once communicate aduly certified copy of
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the notification to al the other Powers, informing
them of the date on which it was received.

The denunciation shall only have effect in regard to
the notifying Power, and one year after the
notification has reached the Netherland Government.

Article8

A register kept by the Netherland Ministry for
Foreign Affairs shall give the date of the deposit of
ratifications made in virtue of Article 4, paragraphs 3
and 4, as well as the date on which the notifications
of adhesion (Article 5, paragraph 2) or of
denunciation (Article 7, paragraph 1) have been
received.

Each Contracting Power is entitled to have access to
this register and to be supplied with duly certified
extracts fromiit.

In faith whereof the Plenipotentiaries have appended
their signatures to the present Convention.

Done at The Hague, the 18" October, 1907, in a
single copy, which shall remain deposited in the
archives of the Netherland Government, and duly
certified copies of which shall be sent, through the
diplomatic channel, to the Powers which have been
invited to the Second Peace Conference.

[Here follow signatures.]
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Convention (1V) respecting the
L aws and Customs of War on
Land and itsannex: Regulation
concer ning the Laws and
Customs of War on Land. The
Hague, 18 October 1907.

[Here follwos the list of Sovereigns and Heads of
State who sent Plenipoteniaries to the Conference]

Seeing that while seeking means to preserve peace
and prevent armed conflicts between nations, it is
likewise necessary to bear in mind the case where the
appeal to arms has been brought about by events
which their care was unable to avert;

Animated by the desire to serve, even in this extreme
case, the interests of humanity and the ever
progressive needs of civilization;

Thinking it important, with this object, to revise the
general laws and customs of war, either with a view
to defining them with greater precision or to
confining them within such limits as would mitigate
their severity asfar as possible;

Have deemed it necessary to complete and explainin
certain particulars the work of the First Peace
Conference, which, following on the Brussels
Conference of 1874, and inspired by the ideas
dictated by a wise and generous forethought, adopted
provisions intended to define land govern the usages
of war on land.

According to the views of the High Contracting
Parties, these provisions, the wording of which has
been inspired by the desire to diminish the evils of
war, as far as military requirements permit, are
intended to serve as agenera rule of conduct for the
belligerentsin their mutual relations and in their
relations with the inhabitants.

It has not, however, been found possible at present to
concert regulations covering all the circumstances
which arise in practice;

On the other hand, the High Contracting Parties
clearly do not intend that unforeseen cases should, in
the absence of awritten undertaking, be left to the
arbitrary judgment of military commanders.

Until a more complete code of the laws of war has
been issued, the High Contracting Parties deem it
expedient to declare that, in cases not included in the
Regulations adopted by them, the inhabitants and the
belligerents remain under the protection and the rule
of the principles of the law of nations, as they result
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from the usages established among civilized peoples, from
the laws of humanity, and the dictates of the public
conscience.

They declare that it isin this sense especially that Articles
| and 2 of the Regulations adopted must be understood.

The High Contracting Parties, wishing to conclude a fresh
Convention to this effect, have appointed the following as
their Plenipotentiaries:

[Here follow the names of Plenipotentiaries)]

Who, after having deposited their full powers, found in
good and due form, have agreed upon the following:

Articlel

The Contracting Powers shall issue instructions to their
armed land forces which shall be in conformity with the
Regulations respecting the laws and customs of war on
land, annexed to the present Convention.

Article2

The provisions contained in the Regulations referred to in
Article 1, aswell asin the present Convention, do not
apply except between Contracting powers, and then only if
all the belligerents are parties to the Convention.

Article3

A belligerent party which violates the provisions of the
said Regulations shall, if the case demands, be liable to
pay compensation. It shall be responsible for all acts

committed by persons forming part of its armed forces.

Article4

The present Convention, duly ratified, shall as between the
Contracting Powers, be substituted for the Convention of
29 July 1899, respecting the laws land customs of war on
land.

The Convention of 1899 remainsin force as between the
Powers which signed it, and which do not aso ratify the
present Convention.

Article5

The present Convention shall be ratified as soon as
possible.

Theratifications shall be deposited at The Hague.

Thefirst deposit of ratifications shall be recorded in a
procés-verbal signed by the Representatives of the Powers
which take part therein and by the Netherlands Minister for
Foreign Affairs.
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The subsequent deposits of ratifications shall be
made by means of a written notification, addressed to
the Netherlands Government and accompanied by the
instrument of ratification.

A duly certified copy of the procés-verbal relative to
the first deposit of ratifications, of the notifications
mentioned in the preceding paragraph, as well as of
the instruments of ratification, shall be immediately
sent by the Netherlands Government, through the
diplomatic channel, to the powersinvited to the
Second Peace Conference, as well asto the other
Powers which have adhered to the Convention. In the
cases contemplated in the preceding paragraph the
said Government shall at the same time inform them
of the date on which it received the notification.

Article6

Non-Signatory Powers may adhere to the present
Convention.

The Power which desires to adhere notifies in writing
its intention to the Netherlands Government,
forwarding to it the act of adhesion, which shall be
deposited in the archives of the said Government.

This Government shall at once transmit to all the
other Powers aduly certified copy of the notification
as well as of the act of adhesion, mentioning the date
on which it received the notification.

Article7

The present Convention shall comeinto force, in the
case of the Powers which were a party to the first
deposit of ratifications, sixty days after the date of the
procés-verbal of this deposit, and, in the case of the
Powers which ratify subsequently or which adhere,
sixty days after the notification of their ratification or
of their adhesion has been received by the
Netherlands Government.

Article8

In the event of one of the Contracting Powers
wishing to denounce the present Convention, the
denunciation shall be notified in writing to the
Netherlands Government, which shall at once
communicate aduly certified copy of the notification
to al the other Powers, informing them of the date on
which it was received.

The denunciation shall only have effect in regard to
the notifying Power, land one year after the
notification has reached the Netherlands
Government.
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Article9

A register kept by the Netherlands Ministry for Foreign
Affairs shall give the date of the deposit of ratifications
made in virtue of Article 5, paragraphs 3 land 4, as well as
the date on which the notifications of adhesion (Article 6,
paragraph 2), or of denunciation (Article 8, paragraph 1)
were received.

Each Contracting Power is entitled to have access to this
register and to be supplied with duly certified extracts.

In faith whereof the Plenipotentiaries have appended their
signatures to the present Convention.

Done at The Hague 18 October 1907, in a single copy,
which shall remain deposited in the archives of the
Netherlands Government, and duly certified copies of
which shall be sent, through the diplomatic channel to the
Powers which have been invited to the Second Peace
Conference.

(Here follow signatures)
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ANNEX TO THE
CONVENTION

REGULATIONS
RESPECTING THE LAWS
AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON
LAND

SECTION |
ON BELLIGERENTS

CHAPTER |
The qualifications of belligerents

Articlel

The laws, rights, and duties of war apply not only to
armies, but also to militia and volunteer corps
fulfilling the following conditions:

1. To be commanded by a person responsible for his
subordinates;

2. To have afixed distinctive emblem recognizable at
adistance;

3. To carry arms openly; and

4. To conduct their operations in accordance with the
laws and customs of war.

In countries where militia or volunteer corps
congtitute the army, or form part of it, they are
included under the denomination “army.”

Article2

The inhabitants of aterritory which has not been
occupied, who, on the approach of the enemy,
spontaneously take up armsto resist the invading
troops without having had time to organize
themselves in accordance with Article 1, shall be
regarded as belligerentsif they carry arms openly and
if they respect the laws and customs of war.
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Article3

The armed forces of the belligerent parties may consist of
combatants and non-combatants. In the case of capture by
the enemy, both have aright to be treated as prisoners of
war.

CHAPTER II

Prisoners of war

Article4

Prisoners of war are in the power of the hostile
Government, but not of the individuals or corps who
capture them.

They must be humanely treated.

All their personal belongings, except arms, horses, and
military papers, remain their property.

Article5

Prisoners of war may be interned in atown, fortress, camp,
or other place, and bound not to go beyond certain fixed
limits; but they cannot be confined except asin
indispensable measure of safety land only while the
circumstances which necessitate the measure continue to
exist.

Article6

The State may utilize the labour of prisoners of war
according to their rank and aptitude, officers excepted. The
tasks shall not be excessive and shall have no connection
with the operations of the war.

Prisoners may be authorized to work for the public service,
for private persons, or on their own account.

Work done for the Stateis paid for at the ratesin force for
work of asimilar kind done by soldiers of the national
army, or, if there are none in force, at arate according to
the work executed.

When the work is for other branches of the public service
or for private persons the conditions are settled in
agreement with the military authorities.

The wages of the prisoners shall go towards improving
their position, and the balance shall be paid them on their
release, after deducting the cost of their maintenance.
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Article7

The Government into whose hands prisoners of war
have fallen is charged with their maintenance.

In the absence of a special agreement between the
belligerents, prisoners of war shall be treated as
regards board, lodging, and clothing on the same
footing as the troops of the Government who
captured them.

Article8

Prisoners of war shall be subject to the laws,
regulations, and ordersin force in the army of the
State in whose power they are. Any act of
insubordination justifies the adoption towards them
of such measures of severity as may be considered
necessary.

Escaped prisoners who are retaken before being able
to rejoin their own army or before leaving the
territory occupied by the army which captured them
areliable to disciplinary punishment.

Prisoners who, after succeeding in escaping, are
again taken prisoners, are not liable to any
punishment on account of the previous flight.

Article9

Every prisoner of war isbound to give, if heis
guestioned on the subject, his true name and rank,
and if heinfringesthisrule, heisliableto have the
advantages given to prisoners of his class curtailed.

Article 10

Prisoners of war may be set at liberty on paroleif the
laws of their country allow, and, in such cases, they
are bound, on their personal honour, scrupulously to
fulfil, both towards their own Government and the
Government by whom they were made prisoners, the
engagements they have contracted.

In such cases their own Government is bound neither
to require of nor accept from them any service
incompatible with the parole given.

Article 11

A prisoner of war cannot be compelled to accept his
liberty on parole; similarly the hostile Government is
not obliged to accede to the request of the prisoner to
be set at liberty on parole.
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Article 12

Prisoners of war liberated on parole and recaptured bearing
arms against the Government to whom they had pledged
their honour, or against the allies of that Government,
forfeit their right to be treated as prisoners of war, and can
be brought before the courts.

Article 13

Individuals who follow an army without directly belonging
to it, such as newspaper correspondents and reporters,
sutlers and contractors, who fall into the enemy’ s hands
and whom the latter thinks expedient to detain, are entitled
to be treated as prisoners of war, provided they arein
possession of a certificate from the military authorities of
the army which they were accompanying.

Article 14

Aninquiry office for prisoners of war isinstituted on the
commencement of hostilities in each of the belligerent
States, and, when necessary, in neutral countries which
have received belligerentsin their territory. It isthe
function of this office to reply to all inquiries about the
prisoners. It receives from the various services concerned
full information respecting internments arid transfers.
releases on parole, exchanges, escapes, admissions into
hospital, deaths, as well as other information necessary to
enableit to make out land keep up to date an individual
return for each prisoner of war. The office must statein
this return the regimental number, name and surname, age,
place of origin, rank, unit, wounds, date and place of
capture, internment, wounding, and death, as well as any
observations of a special character. The individual return
shall be sent to the Government of the other belligerent
after the conclusion of peace.

It islikewise the function of the inquiry officeto receive
and collect al objects of personal use, valuables, letters,
etc., found on the field of battle or |eft by prisoners who
have been released on parole, or exchanged, or who have
escaped, or died in hospitals or ambulances, and to forward
them to those concerned.

Article 15

Relief societies for prisoners of war, which are properly
constituted in accordance with the laws of their country
and with the object of serving as the channel for charitable
effort shall receive from the belligerents, for themselves
and their duly accredited agents every facility for the
efficient performance of their humane task within the
bounds imposed by military necessities and administrative
regulations. Agents of these societies may be admitted to
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the places of internment for the purpose of
distributing relief, as also to the halting places of
repatriated prisoners, if furnished with a personal
permit by the military authorities, and on giving an
undertaking in writing to comply with all measures of
order and police which the latter may issue.

Article 16

Inquiry offices enjoy the privilege of free postage.
L etters, money orders, and val uables, as well as
parcels by post, intended for prisoners of war, or
dispatched by them, shall be exempt from all postal
dutiesin the countries of origin and destination, as
well asin the countries they pass through.

Presents and relief in kind for prisoners of war shall
be admitted free of all import or other duties, as well
as of payments for carriage by the State railways.

Article 17

Officers taken prisoners shall receive the same rate of
pay as officers of corresponding rank in the country
where they are detained, the amount to be ultimately
refunded by their own Government.

Article 18

Prisoners of war shall enjoy complete liberty in the
exercise of their religion, including attendance at the
services of whatever church they may belong to, on
the sole condition that they comply with the measures
of order and police issued by the military authorities.

Article 19

The wills of prisoners of war are received or drawn
up in the same way as for soldiers of the national
army.

The same rules shall be observed regarding death
certificates as well as for the burial of prisoners of
war, due regard being paid to their grade and rank.

Article 20

After the conclusion of peace, the repatriation of
prisoners of war shall be carried out as quickly as
possible.
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CHAPTER Il

The sick and wounded

Article21

The obligations of belligerents with regard to the sick and
wounded are governed by the Geneva Convention.

SECTION I
HOSTILITIES

CHAPTERII

Means of injuring the enemy, sieges, and
bombardments

Article 22

Theright of belligerents to adopt means of injuring the
enemy is not unlimited.

Article 23

In addition to the prohibitions provided by special
Conventions, it is especially forbidden

(8 To employ poison or poisoned weapons,

(b) Tokill or wound treacherously individuals
belonging to the hostile nation or army;

(c) Tokill or wound an enemy who, having laid
down hisarms, or having no longer means of defence, has
surrendered at discretion;

(d) To declare that no quarter will be given;

(e) Toemploy arms, projectiles, or material
calculated to cause unnecessary suffering;

(f) Tomakeimproper use of aflag of truce, of the
national flag or of the military insigniaand uniform of the
enemy, as well as the distinctive badges of the Geneva
Convention;

(g) Todestroy or seize the enemy’s property, unless
such destruction or seizure be imperatively demanded by
the necessities of war;

(h) To declare abolished, suspended, or inadmissible
in a court of law the rights and actions of the nationals of
the hostile party. A belligerent is likewise forbidden to
compel the nationals of the hostile party to take part in the
operations of war directed against their own country, even
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if they were in the belligerent’ s service before the
commencement of the war.

Article24

Ruses of war and the employment of measures
necessary for obtaining information about the enemy
and the country are considered permissible.

Article 25

The attack or bombardment, by whatever means, of
towns, villages, dwellings, or buildings which are
undefended is prohibited.

Article 26

The officer in command of an attacking force must,
before commencing a bombardment, except in cases
of assault, do all in his power to warn the authorities.

Article 27

In sieges and bombardments all necessary steps must
be taken to spare, asfar as possible, buildings
dedicated to religion, art, science, or charitable
purposes, historic monuments, hospitals, and places
where the sick and wounded are collected, provided
they are not being used at the time for military
purposes.

It isthe duty of the besieged to indicate the presence
of such buildings or places by distinctive and visible
signs, which shall be notified to the enemy
beforehand.

Article 28

The pillage of atown or place, even when taken by
assault, is prohibited.

CHAPTER |1
Spies

Article 29

A person can only be considered a spy when, acting
clandestinely or on false pretences, he obtains or
endeavours to obtain information in the zone of
operations of a belligerent, with the intention of
communicating it to the hostile party.
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Thus, soldiers not wearing a disguise who have penetrated
into the zone of operations of the hostile army, for the
purpose of obtaining information, are not considered spies.
Similarly, the following are not considered spies: Soldiers
and civilians, carrying out their mission openly, entrusted
with the delivery of despatches intended either for their
own army or for the enemy’s army. To this class belong
likewise persons sent in balloons for the purpose of
carrying despatches and, generally, of maintaining
communications between the different parts of an army or
aterritory.

Article 30

A spy taken in the act shall not be punished without
previoustrial.

Article31

A spy who, after rejoining the army to which he belongs, is
subsequently captured by the enemy, istreated as a
prisoner of war, and incurs no responsibility for his
previous acts of espionage.

CHAPTER I11

Flags of truce

Article 32

A person isregarded as a parlementaire who has been
authorized by one of the belligerents to enter into
communication with the other, and who advances bearing
awhite flag. He has aright to inviolability, as well asthe
trumpeter, bugler or drummer, the flag-bearer and
interpreter who may accompany him.

Article 33

The commander to whom a parlementaireis sentisnot in
al cases obliged to receive him.

He may take all the necessary steps to prevent the
parlementaire taking advantage of his mission to obtain
information.

In case of abuse, he has the right to detain the
parlementaire temporarily.

Article34

The parlementaire loses his rights of inviolability if itis
proved in a clear and incontestable manner that he has
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taken advantage of his privileged position to provoke
or commit an act of treason.

CHAPTER IV

Capitulations

Article 35

Capitulations agreed upon between the Contracting
Parties must take into account the rules of military
honour.

Once settled, they must be scrupulously observed by
both parties.

CHAPTER YV

Armistices

Article 36

An armistice suspends military operations by mutual
agreement between the belligerent parties. If its
duration is not defined, the belligerent parties may
resume operations at any time, provided always that
the enemy is warned within the time agreed upon, in
accordance with the terms of the armistice.

Article37

An armistice may be genera or local. The first
suspends the military operations of the belligerent
States everywhere; the second only between certain
fractions of the belligerent armies and within a fixed
radius.

Article 38

An armistice must be notified officially and in good
time to the competent authorities and to the troops.
Hostilities are suspended immediately after the
notification, or on the date fixed.

Article 39

It rests with the Contracting Parties to settle, in the
terms of the armistice, what communications may be
held in the theatre of war with the inhabitants and
between the inhabitants of one belligerent State and
those of the other.
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Article40

Any serious violation of the armistice by one of the parties
gives the other party the right of denouncing it, and even,
in cases of urgency, of recommencing hostilities
immediately.

Article41l

A violation of the terms of the armistice by private persons
acting on their own initiative only entitles the injured party
to demand the punishment of the offenders or, if necessary,
compensation for the losses sustained.

SECTION I11

MILITARY AUTHORITY OVER THE
TERRITORY OF THE HOSTILE STATE

Article 42

Territory is considered occupied when it is actually placed
under the authority of the hostile army.

The occupation extends only to the territory where such
authority has been established and can be exercised.

Article43

The authority of the legitimate power having in fact passed
into the hands of the occupant, the latter shall take all the
measures in his power to restore, and ensure, as far as
possible, public order and safety, while respecting, unless
absolutely prevented, the laws in force in the country.

Article 44

A belligerent is forbidden to force the inhabitants of
territory occupied by it to furnish information about the
army of the other belligerent, or about its means of
defense.

Article 45

It is forbidden to compel the inhabitants of occupied
territory to swear allegiance to the hostile Power.

Article 46
Family honour and rights, the lives of persons, and private

property, as well as religious convictions and practice,
must be respected.
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Private property cannot be confiscated.

Article 47
Pillage is formally forbidden.

Article48

If, in the territory occupied, the occupant collects the
taxes, dues, and tollsimposed for the benefit of the
State, he shall do so, asfar asispossible, in
accordance with the rules of assessment and
incidence in force, and shall in consequence be bound
to defray the expenses of the administration of the
occupied territory to the same extent as the legitimate
Government was so bound.

Article 49

If, in addition to the taxes mentioned in the above
article, the occupant levies other money contributions
in the occupied territory, this shall only be for the
needs of the army or of the administration of the
territory in question.

Article 50

No general penalty, pecuniary or otherwise, shall be
inflicted upon the population on account of the acts
of individuals for which they cannot be regarded as
jointly and severally responsible.

Article51

No contribution shall be collected except under a
written order, and on the responsibility of a
commander-in-chief.

The collection of the said contribution shall only be
effected as far as possible in accordance with the
rules of assessment and incidence of the taxesin
force.

For every contribution a receipt shall be given to the
contributors.

Article 52

Requisitionsin kind and services shall not be
demanded from municipalities or inhabitants except
for the needs of the army of occupation. They shall
be in proportion to the resources of the country, and
of such anature as not to involve the inhabitantsin
the obligation of taking part in military operations
against their own country.

Hague IV

Such requisitions and services shall only be demanded on
the authority of the commander in the locality occupied.

Contributions in kind shall asfar is possible be paid for in
cash; if not, areceipt shall be given land the payment of
the amount due shall be made as soon as possible.

Article53

An army of occupation can only take possession of cash,
funds, and realizable securities which are strictly the
property of the State, depots of arms, means of transport,
stores and supplies, and, generally, all movable property
belonging to the State which may be used for military
operations.

All appliances, whether on land, at sea, or inthe air,
adapted for the transmission of news, or for the transport
of persons or things, exclusive of cases governed by naval
law, depots of arms, and, generally, all kinds of munitions
of war, may be seized, even if they belong to private
individuals, but must be restored and compensation fixed
when peace is made.

Article54

Submarine cables connecting an occupied territory with a
neutral territory shall not be seized or destroyed except in
the case of absolute necessity. They must likewise be
restored land compensation fixed when peace is made.

Article 55

The occupying State shall be regarded only as
administrator and usufructuary of public buildings, real
estate, forests, and agricultural estates belonging to the
hostile State, and situated in the occupied country. It must
safeguard the capital of these properties, and administer
them in accordance with the rules of usufruct.

Article 56

The property of municipalities, that of institutions
dedicated to religion, charity and education, the arts and
sciences, even when State property, shall be treated as
private property.

All seizure of, destruction or wilful damage done to
institutions of this character, historic monuments, works of
art and science, is forbidden, and should be made the
subject of legal proceedings.
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HAGUE CONVENTION (V)
RESPECTING THE RIGHTS
AND DUTIES OF NEUTRAL
POWERS AND PERSONSIN
CASE OF WAR ON LAND

18 October 1907.

[Here follows the list of Sovereigns and Heads of
State who sent Plenipotentiaries to the Conference]

With aview to laying down more clearly the rights
and duties of neutral Powersin case of war on land
and regulating the position of the belligerents who
have taken refuge in neutral territory;

Being likewise desirous of defining the meaning of
the term “neutral,” pending the possibility of settling,
in its entirety, the position of neutral individualsin
their relations with the belligerents;

Have resolved to conclude a Convention to this
effect, and have, in consequence, appointed the
following as their Plenipotentiaries:

[Here follow the names of Plenipotentiaries.]

Who, after having deposited their full powers, found
in good and due form, have agreed upon the
following provisions:

CHAPTER|

The Rights and Duties of Neutral
Powers

Articlel

Theterritory of neutral Powersisinviolable.

Article2

Belligerents are forbidden to move troops or convoys
of either munitions of war or supplies across the
territory of aneutral Power.

Article3

Belligerents are likewise forbidden to:

(a) Erect ontheterritory of aneutral Power a
wireless telegraphy station or other apparatus for the

purpose of communicating with belligerent forces on land
or seg;

(b) Useany installation of this kind established by
them before the war on the territory of a neutral Power for
purely military purposes, and which has not been opened
for the service of public messages.

Article4

Corps of combatants cannot be formed nor recruiting
agencies opened on the territory of a neutral Power to
assist the belligerents.

Article5

A neutral Power must not allow any of the acts referred to
in Articles 2 to 4 to occur on its territory.

It is not called upon to punish actsin violation of its
neutrality unless the said acts have been committed on its
own territory.

Article6

The responsibility of a neutral Power is not engaged by the
fact of persons crossing the frontier separately to offer
their services to one of the belligerents.

Article7

A neutral Power is not called upon to prevent the export or
transport, on behalf of one or other of the belligerents, of
arms, munitions of war, or, in general, of anything which
can be of useto an army or afleet.

Article8

A neutral Power is not called upon to forbid or restrict the
use on behalf of the belligerents of telegraph or telephone
cables or of wirelesstelegraphy apparatus belonging to it
or to companies or private individuals.

Article9

Every measure of restriction or prohibition taken by a
neutral Power in regard to the matters referred toin
Articles 7 and 8 must be impartially applied by it to both
belligerents.

A neutral Power must see to the same obligation being
observed by companies or private individuals owning
telegraph or telephone cables or wireless telegraphy
apparatus.
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Article 10

The fact of aneutral Power resisting, even by force,
attemptsto violate its neutrality cannot be regarded
asahodtile act.

CHAPTERIII

Belligerents I nterned and Wounded
Tended in Neutral Territory

Article 11

A neutral Power which receives on itsterritory troops
belonging to the belligerent armies shall intern them,
asfar as possible, at a distance from the theatre of
war.

It may keep them in camps and even confine them in
fortresses or in places set apart for this purpose.

It shall decide whether officers can be left at liberty
on giving their parole not to leave the neutral territory
without permission.

Article 12

In the absence of a special convention to the contrary,
the neutral Power shall supply the interned with the
food, clothing, and relief required by humanity.

At the conclusion of peace the expenses caused by
the internment shall be made good.

Article 13

A neutral Power which receives escaped prisoners of
war shall leave them at liberty. If it allows them to
remain in itsterritory it may assign them a place of
residence.

The same rule applies to prisoners of war brought by
troops taking refuge in the territory of a neutral
Power.

Article14

A neutral Power may authorize the passage over its
territory of the sick and wounded belonging to the
belligerent armies, on condition that the trains
bringing them shall carry neither personnel nor war
material. In such a case, the neutral Power is bound
to take whatever measures of safety and control are
necessary for the purpose.

The sick or wounded brought under the these conditions
into neutral territory by one of the belligerents, and
belonging to the hostile party, must be guarded by the
neutral Power so as to ensure their not taking part again in
the military operations. The same duty shall devolve on the
neutral State with regard to wounded or sick of the other
army who may be committed to its care.

Article 15

The Geneva Convention appliesto sick and wounded
interned in neutral territory.

CHAPTER 111

Neutral Persons

Article 16

The nationals of a State which is not taking part in the war
are considered as neutrals.

Article 17

A neutral cannot avail himself of his neutrality
(8 If he commits hostile acts against a belligerent;

(b) If he commits actsin favor of a belligerent,
particularly if he voluntarily enlistsin the ranks of the
armed force of one of the parties.

In such a case, the neutral shall not be more severely
treated by the belligerent as against whom he has
abandoned his neutrality than a national of the other
belligerent State could be for the same act.

Article 18

The following acts shall not be considered as committed in
favour of one belligerent in the sense of Article 17, letter
(b):

(@) Supplies furnished or loans made to one of the
belligerents, provided that the person who furnishes the
supplies or who makes the loans lives neither in the
territory of the other party nor in the territory occupied by
him, and that the supplies do not come from these
territories,

(b) Servicesrendered in matters of police or civil
administration.
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CHAPTER IV

Railway Material

Article 19

Railway material coming from the territory of neutral
Powers, whether it be the property of the said Powers
or of companies or private persons, and recognizable
as such, shall not be requisitioned or utilized by a
belligerent except where and to the extent that it is
absolutely necessary. It shall be sent back as soon
possible to the country of origin.

A neutral Power may likewise, in case of necessity,
retain and utilize to an equal extent material coming
from the territory of the belligerent Power.

Compensation shall be paid by one Party or the other
in proportion to the material used, and to the period

of usage.

CHAPTER YV

Final Provisions

Article 20

The provisions of the present Convention do not
apply except between Contracting Powers and then
only if all the belligerents are Parties to the
Convention.

Article21

The present Convention shall be ratified as soon as
possible.

The ratifications shall be deposited at The Hague.

Thefirst deposit of ratifications shall be recorded in a
proces-verbal signed by the representatives of the
Powers which take part therein and by the
Netherlands Minister for Foreign Affairs.

The subsequent deposits of ratifications shall be
made by means of awritten notification, addressed to
the Netherlands Government and accompanied by the
instrument of ratification.

A duly certified copy of the procés-verbal relative to
the first deposit of ratifications, of the notifications
mentioned in the preceding paragraph, and of the
instruments of ratification shall be immediately sent
by the Netherlands Government, through the
diplomatic channel, to the Powers invited to the

Second Peace Conference as well as to the other Powers
which have adhered to the Convention. In the cases
contemplated in the preceding paragraph, the said
Government shall at the same time inform them of the date
on which it received the notification.

Article 22

Non-Signatory Powers may adhere to the present
Convention.

The Power which desires to adhere notifiesitsintention in
writing to the Netherlands Government, forwarding to it
the act of adhesion, which shall be deposited in the
archives of the said Government.

This Government shall immediately forward to all the
other Powers aduly certified copy of the notification as
well as of the act of adhesion, mentioning the date on
which it received the notification.

Article 23

The present Convention shall come into force, in the case
of the Powers which were a Party to the first deposit of
ratifications, sixty days after the date of the proces-verbal
of this deposit, and, in the case of the Powers which ratify
subsequently or which adhere, sixty days after the
notification of their ratification or of their adhesion has
been received by the Netherlands Government.

Article24

In the event of one of the Contracting Powers wishing to
denounce the present Convention, the denunciation shall
be naotified in writing to the Netherlands Government,
which shall immediately communicate a duly certified
copy of the notification to all the other Powers, informing
them at the same time of the date on which it was received.

The denunciation shall only have effect in regard to the
notifying Power, and one year after the notification has
reached the Netherlands Government.

Article 25

A register kept by the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign
Affairs shall give the date of the deposit of ratifications
made in virtue of Article 21, paragraphs 3 and 4, as well as
the date on which the notifications of adhesion (Article 22,
paragraph 2) or of denunciation (Article 24, paragraph 1)
have been received.

Each Contracting Power is entitled to have accessto this

register and to be supplied with duly certified extracts from
it.
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In faith whereof the Plenipotentiaries have appended
their signatures to the present Convention.

Done at The Hague, 18 October 1907, in asingle
copy, which shall remain deposited in the archives of
the Netherlands Government and duly certified
copies of which shall be sent, through the diplomatic
channel, to the Powers which have been invited to the
Second Peace Conference.

[Here follow signatures]
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CONVENTION (I) FOR THE
AMELIORATION OF THE
CONDITION OF THE
WOUNDED AND SICK IN
ARMED FORCESIN THE
FIELD

Signed at Geneva, 12 August 1949.
ENTRY INTO FORCE: 21 October 1950.

The undersigned Plenipotentiaries of the
Governments represented at the Diplomatic
Conference held at Genevafrom 21 April to 12
August 1949, for the purpose of revising the Geneva
Convention for the Relief of the Wounded and Sick
in Armiesin the Field of 27 July 1929, have agreed
asfollows:

CHAPTER

General Provisions

Articlel

The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect
and to ensure respect for the present Convention in
all circumstances.

Article2

In addition to the provisions which shall be
implemented in peacetime, the present Convention
shall apply to all cases of declared war or of any
other armed conflict which may arise between two or
more of the High Contracting Parties, even if the
state of war is not recognized by one of them.

The Convention shall aso apply to al cases of partial
or total occupation of the territory of aHigh
Contracting Party, even if the said occupation meets
with no armed resistance.

Although one of the Powersin conflict may not be a
party to the present Convention, the Powers who are
parties thereto shall remain bound by it in their
mutual relations. They shall furthermore be bound by
the Convention in relation to the said Power, if the
latter accepts and applies the provisions thereof.
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Article3

In the case of armed conflict not of an international
character occurring in the territory of one of the High
Contracting Parties, each Party to the conflict shall be
bound to apply, as a minimum, the following provisions:

(1) Personstaking no active part in the hostilities,
including members of armed forces who have laid down
their arms and those placed hors de combat by sickness,
wounds, detention, or any other cause, shall in all
circumstances be treated humanely, without any adverse
distinction founded on race, colour, religion or faith, sex,
birth or wealth, or any other similar criteria.

To thisend, the following acts are and shall remain
prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever with
respect to the above-mentioned persons:

(a) violenceto life and person, in particular
murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment and torture;

(b) taking of hostages;

(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular
humiliating and degrading treatment;

(d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out
of executions without previous judgment pronounced by a
regularly constituted court, affording all the judicial
guarantees which are recognized as indispensable by
civilized peoples.

(2) Thewounded and sick shall be collected and

cared for.

Animpartial humanitarian body, such as the International
Committee of the Red Cross, may offer its servicesto the
Parties to the conflict.

The Parties to the conflict should further endeavour to
bring into force, by means of special agreements, all or
part of the other provisions of the present Convention.

The application of the preceding provisions shall not affect
the legal status of the Partiesto the conflict.

Article4

Neutral Powers shall apply by analogy the provisions of
the present Convention to the wounded and sick, and to
members of the medical personnel and to chaplains of the
armed forces of the Partiesto the conflict, received or
interned in their territory, as well as to dead persons found.

Article5
For the protected persons who have fallen into the hands of

the enemy, the present Convention shall apply until their
final repatriation.

Wounded and Sck



Article6

In addition to the agreements expressly provided for
in Articles 10, 15, 23, 28, 31, 36, 37 and 52, the High
Contracting Parties may conclude other special
agreements for all matters concerning which they
may deem it suitable to make separate provision. No
special agreement shall adversely affect the situation
of the wounded and sick, of members of the medical
personnel or of chaplains, as defined by the present
Convention, nor restrict the rights which it confers
upon them.

Wounded and sick, as well as medical personnel and
chaplains, shall continue to have the benefit of such
agreements as long as the Convention is applicable to
them, except where express provisions to the contrary
are contained in the aforesaid or in subsequent
agreements, or where more favourable measures have
been taken j with regard to them by one or other of
the Parties to the conflict.

Article7

Wounded and sick, as well as members of the
medical personnel and chaplains, may in no
circumstances renounce in part or in entirety the
rights secured to them by the present Convention, and
by the special agreements referred to in the foregoing
Article, if such there be.

Article8

The present Convention shall be applied with the
cooperation and under the scrutiny of the Protecting
Powers whose duty it is to safeguard the interests of
the Parties to the conflict. For this purpose, the
Protecting Powers may appoint, apart from their
diplomatic or consular staff, delegates from amongst
their own nationals or the nationals of other neutral
Powers. The said delegates shall be subject to the
approval of the Power with which they are to carry
out their duties.

The Parties to the conflict shall facilitate to the
greatest extent possible, the task of the
representatives or delegates of the Protecting Powers.

The representatives or delegates of the Protecting
Powers shall not in any case exceed their mission
under the present Convention. They shall, in
particular, take account of the imperative necessities
of security of the State wherein they carry out their
duties. Their activities shall only be restricted as an
exceptiona and temporary measure when thisis
rendered necessary by imperative military
necessities.
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Article9

The provisions of the present Convention constitute no
obstacle to the humanitarian activities which the
International Committee of the Red Cross or any other
impartial humanitarian organization may, subject to the
consent of the Parties to the conflict concerned, undertake
for the protection of wounded and sick, medical personnel
and chaplains, and for their relief.

Article 10

The High Contracting Parties may at any time agree to
entrust to an organization which offers al guarantees of
impartiality and efficacy the duties incumbent on the
Protecting Powers by virtue of the present Convention.

When wounded and sick, or medical personnel and
chaplains do not benefit or cease to benefit, no matter for
what reason, by the activities of a Protecting Power or of
an organization provided for in the first paragraph above,
the Detaining Power shall request a neutral State, or such
an organization, to undertake the functions performed
under the present Convention by a Protecting Power
designated by the Parties to a conflict.

If protection cannot be arranged accordingly, the Detaining
Power shall request or shall accept, subject to the
provisions of this Article, the offer of the services of a
humanitarian organization, such as the International
Committee of the Red Cross, to assume the humanitarian
functions performed by Protecting Powers under the
present Convention.

Any neutral Power, or any organization invited by the
Power concerned or offering itself for these purposes, shall
be required to act with a sense of responsibility towards
the Party to the conflict on which persons protected by the
present Convention depend, and shall be required to
furnish sufficient assurances that it isin a position to
undertake the appropriate functions and to discharge them
impartialy.

No derogation from the preceding provisions shall be
made by special agreements between Powers one of which
isrestricted, even temporarily, in its freedom to negotiate
with the other Power or its alies by reason of military
events, more particularly where the whole, or a substantial
part, of the territory of the said Power is occupied.

Whenever, in the present Convention, mention is made of
a Protecting Power, such mention also appliesto substitute
organizationsin the sense of the present Article.

Article 11

In cases where they deem it advisable in the interest of
protected persons, particularly in cases of disagreement
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between the Parties to the conflict asto the
application or interpretation of the provisions of the
present Convention, the Protecting Powers shall lend
their good offices with a view to settling the
disagreement.

For this purpose, each of the Protecting Powers may,
either at the invitation of one Party or on its own
initiative, propose to the Parties to the conflict a
meeting of their representatives, in particular of the
authorities responsible for the wounded and sick,
members of medical personnel and chaplains,
possibly on neutral territory suitably chosen. The
Parties to the conflict shall be bound to give effect to
the proposals made to them for this purpose. The
Protecting Powers may, if necessary, propose for
approval by the Parties to the conflict, a person
belonging to a neutral Power or delegated by the
International Committee of the Red Cross, who shall
be invited to take part in such a meeting

CHAPTER 11
Wounded and Sick

Article 12

Members of the armed forces and other persons
mentioned in the following Article, who are wounded
or sick, shall be respected and protected in al
circumstances.

They shall be treated humanely and cared for by the
Party to the conflict in whose power they may be,
without any adverse distinction founded on sex, race,
nationality, religion, political opinions, or any other
similar criteria. Any attempts upon their lives, or
violence to their persons, shall be strictly prohibited;
in particular, they shall not be murdered or
exterminated, subjected to torture or to biological
experiments; they shall not wilfully be left without
medical assistance and care, nor shall conditions
exposing them to contagion or infection be created.

Only urgent medical reasons will authorize priority in
the order of treatment to be administered.

Women shall be treated with all consideration due to
their sex. The Party to the conflict whichis
compelled to abandon wounded or sick to the enemy
shall, as far as military considerations permit, leave
with them a part of its medical personnel and material
to assist in their care.
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Article 13

The present Convention shall apply to the wounded and
sick belonging to the following categories:

(1) Members of the armed forces of a Party to the
conflict, as well as members of militias or volunteer corps
forming part of such armed forces.

(2) Members of other militias and members of other
volunteer corps, including those of organized resistance
movements, belonging to a Party to the conflict and
operating in or outside their own territory, even if this
territory is occupied, provided that such militias or
volunteer corps, including such organized resistance
movements, fulfil the following conditions:

(a) that of being commanded by a person
responsible for his subordinates;

(b) that of having afixed distinctive sign
recognizable at a distance;

(c) that of carrying arms openly;

(d) that of conducting their operationsin
accordance with the laws and customs of war.

(3) Members of regular armed forces who profess
allegiance to a Government or an authority not recognized
by the Detaining Power.

(4) Personswho accompany the armed forces without
actually being members thereof, such as civil members of
military aircraft crews, war correspondents, supply
contractors, members of labour units or of services
responsible for the welfare of the armed forces, provided
that they have received authorization from the armed
forces which they accompany.

(5) Members of crews, including masters, pilots and
apprentices, of the merchant marine and the crews of civil
aircraft of the Parties to the conflict, who do not benefit by
more favourable treatment under any other provisionsin
international law.

(6) Inhabitants of a non-occupied territory, who on
the approach of the enemy, spontaneously take up armsto
resist the invading forces, without having had time to form
themselves into regular armed units, provided they carry
arms openly and respect the laws and customs of war.

Article14

Subject to the provisions of Article 12, the wounded and
sick of abelligerent who fall into enemy hands shall be
prisoners of war, and the provisions of international law
concerning prisoners of war shall apply to them.
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Article 15

At all times, and particularly after an engagement,
Parties to the conflict shall, without delay, take all
possible measures to search for and collect the
wounded and sick, to protect them against pillage and
ill-treatment, to ensure their adequate care, and to
search for the dead and prevent their being despoiled.

Whenever circumstances permit, an armistice or a
suspension of fire shall be arranged, or local
arrangements made, to permit the removal, exchange
and transport of the wounded left on the battlefield.

Likewise, local arrangements may be concluded
between Parties to the conflict for the removal or
exchange of wounded and sick from a besieged or
encircled area, and for the passage of medical and
religious personnel and equipment on their way to
that area.

Article 16

Parties to the conflict shall record as soon as possible,
in respect of each wounded, sick or dead person of
the adverse Party falling into their hands, any
particulars which may assist in hisidentification.

These records should if possible include:

(a) designation of the Power on which he
depends;

(b) army, regimental, personal or serial number;
(c) surname;

(d) first name or names;

(e) date of birth;

(f) any other particulars shown on hisidentity
card or disc;

(g) date and place of capture or death;

(h) particulars concerning wounds or illness, or
cause of death.

As soon as possible the above mentioned information
shall be forwarded to the Information Bureau
described in Article 122 of the Geneva Convention
relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of 12
August 1949, which shall transmit thisinformation to
the Power on which these persons depend through the
intermediary of the Protecting Power and of the
Central Prisoners of War Agency.

Parties to the conflict shall prepare and forward to
each other through the same bureau, certificates of
death or duly authenticated lists of the dead. They
shall likewise collect and forward through the same
bureau one half of a double identity disc, last wills or
other documents of importance to the next of kin,
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money and in general al articles of anintrinsic or
sentimental value, which are found on the dead. These
articles, together with unidentified articles, shall be sentin
sealed packets, accompanied by statements giving all
particulars necessary for the identification of the deceased
owners, as well as by acomplete list of the contents of the
parcel.

Article 17

Partiesto the conflict shall ensure that burial or cremation
of the dead, carried out individually asfar as
circumstances permit, is preceded by a careful
examination, if possible by a medical examination, of the
bodies, with a view to confirming death, establishing
identity and enabling a report to be made. One half of the
double identity disc, or the identity discitself if itisa
single disc, should remain on the body.

Bodies shall not be cremated except for imperative reasons
of hygiene or for motives based on the religion of the
deceased. In case of cremation, the circumstances and
reasons for cremation shall be stated in detail in the death
certificate or on the authenticated list of the dead.

They shall further ensure that the dead are honourably
interred, if possible according to therites of the religion to
which they belonged, that their graves are respected,
grouped if possible according to the nationality of the
deceased, properly maintained and marked so that they
may always be found. For this purpose, they shall organize
at the commencement of hostilities an Official Graves
Registration Service, to alow subsequent exhumations and
to ensure the identification of bodies, whatever the site of
the graves, and the possible transportation to the home
country. These provisions shall likewise apply to the ashes,
which shall be kept by the Graves Registration Service
until proper disposal thereof in accordance with the wishes
of the home country.

As soon as circumstances permit, and at latest at the end of
hostilities, these Services shall exchange, through the
Information Bureau mentioned in the second paragraph of
Article 16, lists showing the exact location and markings
of the graves, together with particulars of the dead interred
therein.

Article 18

The military authorities may appeal to the charity of the
inhabitants voluntarily to collect and care for, under their
direction, the wounded and sick, granting persons who
have responded to this appeal the necessary protection and
facilities. Should the adverse Party take or retake control
of the area, he shall likewise grant these persons the same
protection and the same facilities.
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The military authorities shall permit the inhabitants
and relief societies, even in invaded or occupied
areas, spontaneously to collect and care for wounded
or sick of whatever nationality. The civilian
population shall respect these wounded and sick, and
in particular abstain from offering them violence.

No one may ever be molested or convicted for having
nursed the wounded or sick.

The provisions of the present Article do not relieve
the occupying Power of its obligation to give both
physical and mora care to the wounded and sick.

CHAPTER |11
Medical Units and Establishments

Article 19

Fixed establishments and mobile medical units of the
Medical Service may in no circumstances be
attacked, but shall at all times be respected and
protected by the Parties to the conflict. Should they
fall into the hands of the adverse Party, their
personnel shall be free to pursue their duties, aslong
as the capturing Power has not itself ensured the
necessary care of the wounded and sick found in such
establishments and units.

The responsible authorities shall ensure that the said
medical establishments and units are, asfar as
possible, situated in such a manner that attacks
against military objectives cannot imperil their safety.

Article 20

Hospital ships entitled to the protection of the
Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the
Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked
Members of Armed Forces at Sea of 12 August 1949,
shall not be attacked from the land.

Article21

The protection to which fixed establishments and
mobile medical units of the Medical Service are
entitled shall not cease unless they are used to
commit, outside their humanitarian duties, acts
harmful to the enemy. Protection may, however,
cease only after a due warning has been given,
naming, in all appropriate cases, a reasonable time
limit, and after such warning has remained unheeded.
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Article 22

The following conditions shall not be considered as
depriving amedical unit or establishment of the protection
guaranteed by Article 19:

(1) That the personnel of the unit or establishment are
armed, and that they use the armsin their own defence, or
in that of the wounded and sick in their charge.

(2) That in the absence of armed orderlies, the unit or
establishment is protected by a picket or by sentries or by
an escort.

(3) That small arms and ammunition taken from the
wounded and sick and not yet handed to the proper service,
are found in the unit or establishment.

(4) That personnel and material of the veterinary
service are found in the unit or establishment, without
forming an integral part thereof.

(5) That the humanitarian activities of medical units
and establishments or of their personnel extend to the care
of civilian wounded or sick.

Article 23

In time of peace, the High Contracting Parties and, after
the outbreak of hostilities, the Parties thereto, may
establish in their own territory and, if the need arises, in
occupied areas, hospital zones and localities so organized
as to protect the wounded and sick from the effects of war,
as well as the personnel entrusted with the organization
and administration of these zones and localities and with
the care of the persons therein assembled.

Upon the outbreak and during the course of hostilities, the
Parties concerned may conclude agreements on mutual
recognition of the hospital zones and localities they have
created. They may for this purpose implement the
provisions of the Draft Agreement annexed to the present
Convention, with such amendments as they may consider
necessary.

The Protecting Powers and the International Committee of
the Red Cross are invited to lend their good officesin
order to facilitate the institution and recognition of these
hospital zones and localities.

CHAPTER IV

Personnel

Article24

Medical personnel exclusively engaged in the search for,
or the collection, transport or treatment of the wounded or
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sick, or in the prevention of disease, staff exclusively
engaged in the administration of medical unitsand
establishments, as well as chaplains attached to the
armed forces, shall be respected and protected in all
circumstances.

Article 25

Members of the armed forces specially trained for
employment, should the need arise, as hospital
orderlies, nurses or auxiliary stretcher-bearers, in the
search for or the collection, transport or treatment of
the wounded and sick shall likewise be respected and
protected if they are carrying out these duties at the
time when they come into contact with the enemy or
fall into his hands.

Article 26

The staff of National Red Cross Societies and that of
other Voluntary Aid Societies, duly recognized and
authorized by their Governments, who may be
employed on the same duties as the personnel named
in Article 24, are placed on the same footing as the
personnel named in the said Article, provided that the
staff of such societies are subject to military laws and
regulations.

Each High Contracting Party shall notify to the other,
either in time of peace or at the commencement of or
during hostilities, but in any case before actually
employing them, the names of the societies which it
has authorized, under its responsibility, to render
assistance to the regular medical service of its armed
forces.

Article27

A recognized Society of aneutral country can only
lend the assistance of its medical personnel and units
to a Party to the conflict with the previous consent of
its own Government and the authorization of the
Party to the conflict concerned. That personnel and
those units shall be placed under the control of that
Party to the conflict.

The neutral Government shall notify this consent to
the adversary of the State which accepts such
assistance. The Party to the conflict who accepts such
assistance is bound to notify the adverse Party thereof
before making any use of it.

In no circumstances shall this assistance be
considered as interference in the conflict.

The members of the personnel named in the first
paragraph shall be duly furnished with the identity
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cards provided for in Article 40 before leaving the neutral
country to which they belong.

Article 28

Personnel designated in Articles 24 and 26 who fall into
the hands of the adverse Party, shall be retained only in so
far asthe state of health, the spiritual needs and the
number of prisoners of war require.

Personnel thus retained shall not be deemed prisoners of
war. Nevertheless they shall at least benefit by all the
provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the
Treatment of Prisoners of War of 12 August 1949. Within
the framework of the military laws and regulations of the
Detaining Power, and under the authority of its competent
service, they shall continue to carry out, in accordance
with their professional ethics, their medical and spiritual
duties on behalf of prisoners of war, preferably those of the
armed forces to which they themselves belong. They shall
further enjoy the following facilities for carrying out their
medical or spiritual duties:

(8 They shall be authorized to visit periodically the
prisoners of war in labour units or hospitals outside the
camp. The Detaining Power shall put at their disposal the
means of transport required.

(b) Ineach camp the senior medical officer of the
highest rank shall be responsible to the military authorities
of the camp for the professional activity of the retained
medical personnel. For this purpose, from the outbreak of
hostilities, the Parties to the conflict shall agree regarding
the corresponding seniority of the ranks of their medical
personnel, including those of the societies designated in
Article 26. In all questions arising out of their duties, this
medical officer, and the chaplains, shall have direct access
to the military and medical authorities of the camp who
shall grant them the facilities they may require for
correspondence relating to these questions.

(c) Although retained personnel in a camp shall be
subject to itsinternal discipline, they shall not, however,
be required to perform any work outside their medical or
religious duties.

During hostilities the Parties to the conflict shall make
arrangements for relieving where possible retained
personnel, and shall settle the procedure of such relief.

None of the preceding provisions shall relieve the
Detaining Power of the obligations imposed upon it with
regard to the medical and spiritual welfare of the prisoners
of war.

Article 29

Members of the personnel designated in Article 25 who
have falen into the hands of the enemy, shall be prisoners
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of war, but shall be employed on their medical duties
in so far asthe need arises.

Article30

Personnel whose retention is not indispensable by
virtue of the provisions of Article 28 shall be returned
to the Party to the conflict to whom they belong, as
soon as aroad is open for their return and military
requirements permit.

Pending their return, they shall not be deemed
prisoners of war. Neverthelessthey shall at least
benefit by all the provisions of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of
War of 12 August 1949. They shall continue to fulfil
their duties under the orders of the adverse Party and
shall preferably be engaged in the care of the
wounded and sick of the Party to the conflict to
which they themselves belong.

On their departure, they shall take with them the
effects, personal belongings, valuables and
instruments belonging to them.

Article31

The selection of personnel for return under Article 30
shall be made irrespective of any consideration of
race, religion or political opinion, but preferably
according to the chronological order of their capture
and their state of health.

As from the outbreak of hostilities, Partiesto the
conflict may determine by special agreement the
percentage of personnel to be retained, in proportion
to the number of prisoners and the distribution of the
said personnel in the camps.

Article 32

Persons designated in Article 27 who have fallen into
the hands of the adverse Party may not be detained.

Unless otherwise agreed, they shall have permission
to return to their country, or if thisis not possible, to
the territory of the Party to the conflict in whose
service they were, as soon as a route for their return
is open and military considerations permit.

Pending their release, they shall continue their work
under the direction of the adverse Party; they shall
preferably be engaged in the care of the wounded and
sick of the Party to the conflict in whose service they
were. On their departure, they shall take with them
their effects personal articles and valuables and the
instruments, arms and if possible the means of
transport belonging to them.
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The Parties to the conflict shall secure to this personnel,
whilein their power, the same food, lodging, allowances
and pay as are granted to the corresponding personnel of
their armed forces. The food shall in any case be sufficient
as regards quantity, quality and variety to keep the said
personnel in anormal state of health.

CHAPTER YV

Buildings and Material

Article 33

The material of mobile medical units of the armed forces
which fal into the hands of the enemy, shall be reserved
for the care of wounded and sick.

The buildings, material and stores of fixed medical
establishments of the armed forces shall remain subject to
the laws of war, but may not be diverted from that purpose
aslong asthey are required for the care of wounded and
sick. Nevertheless, the commanders of forcesin the field
may make use of them, in case of urgent military
necessity, provided that they make previous arrangements
for the welfare of the wounded and sick who are nursed in
them.

The material and stores defined in the present Article shall
not be intentionally destroyed.

Article34

Thereal and personal property of aid societies which are
admitted to the privileges of the Convention shall be
regarded as private property.

Theright of requisition recognized for belligerents by the
laws and customs of war shall not be exercised except in
case of urgent necessity, and only after the welfare of the
wounded and sick has been ensured.

CHAPTER VI
Medical Transports

Article 35

Transports of wounded and sick or of medical equipment
shall be respected and protected in the same way as mobile
medical units.

Should such transports or vehicles fall into the hands of the
adverse Party, they shall be subject to the laws of war, on
condition that the Party to the conflict who captures them

Wounded and Sck



shall in all cases ensure the care of the wounded and
sick they contain.

The civilian personnel and all means of transport
obtained by requisition shall be subject to the general
rules of international law.

Article 36

Medical aircraft, that isto say, aircraft exclusively
employed for the removal of wounded and sick and
for the transport of medical personnel and eguipment,
shall not be attacked, but shall be respected by the
belligerents, while flying at heights, times and on
routes specifically agreed upon between the
belligerents concerned.

They shall bear, clearly marked, the distinctive
emblem prescribed in Article 38, together with their
national colours on their lower, upper and lateral
surfaces. They shall be provided with any other
markings or means of identification that may be
agreed upon between the belligerents upon the
outbreak or during the course of hostilities.

Unless agreed otherwise, flights over enemy or
enemy-occupied territory are prohibited.

Medical aircraft shall obey every summons to land.
In the event of alanding thus imposed, the aircraft
with its occupants may continue its flight after
examination, if any.

In the event of an involuntary landing in enemy or
enemy-occupied territory, the wounded and sick, as
well as the crew of the aircraft shall be prisoners of
war. The medical personnel shall be treated
according to Article 24 and the Articles following.

Article37

Subject to the provisions of the second paragraph,
medical aircraft of Parties to the conflict may fly over
the territory of neutral Powers, land on it in case of
necessity, or useit asaport of call. They shall give
the neutral Powers previous notice of their passage
over the said territory and obey all summons to
aight, on land or water. They will be immune from
attack only when flying on routes, at heights and at
times specifically agreed upon between the Parties to
the conflict and the neutral Power concerned.

The neutral Powers may, however, place conditions
or restrictions on the passage or landing of medical
aircraft on their territory. Such possible conditions or
restrictions shall be applied equally to all Partiesto
the conflict.

Unless agreed otherwi se between the neutral Power
and the Parties to the conflict, the wounded and sick
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who are disembarked, with the consent of the local
authorities, on neutral territory by medical aircraft, shall be
detained by the neutral Power, where so required by
international law, in such a manner that they cannot again
take part in operations of war. The cost of their
accommodation and internment shall be borne by the
Power on which they depend.

CHAPTER VII
The Distinctive Emblem

Article 38

As acompliment to Switzerland, the heraldic emblem of
the red cross on a white ground, formed by reversing the
Federal colours, isretained as the emblem and distinctive
sign of the Medical Service of armed forces.

Nevertheless, in the case of countries which already use as
emblem, in place of the red cross, the red crescent or the
red lion and sun on a white ground, those emblems are also
recognized by the terms of the present Convention.

Article 39

Under the direction of the competent military authority, the
emblem shall be displayed on the flags, armlets and on all
equipment employed in the Medical Service.

Article 40

The personnel designated in Article 24 and in Articles 26
and 27 shall wear, affixed to the left arm, a water-resi stant
armlet bearing the distinctive emblem, issued and stamped
by the military authority.

Such personnel, in addition to wearing the identity disc
mentioned in Article 16, shall also carry a specia identity
card bearing the distinctive emblem. This card shall be
water-resistant and of such sizethat it can be carried in the
pocket. It shall be worded in the national language, and
shall mention at least the surname and first names, the date
of birth, the rank and the service number of the bearer, and
shall state in what capacity he is entitled to the protection
of the present Convention. The card shall bear the
photograph of the owner and also either his signature or
his finger-prints or both. It shall be embossed with the
stamp of the military authority.

The identity card shall be uniform throughout the same
armed forces and, as far as possible, of asimilar typein the
armed forces of the High Contracting Parties. The Parties
to the conflict may be guided by the model which is
annexed, by way of example, to the present Convention.
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They shall inform each other, at the outbreak of
hostilities, of the model they are using. Identity cards
should be made out, if possible, at least in duplicate,
one copy being kept by the home country.

In no circumstances may the said personnel be
deprived of their insignia or identity cards nor of the
right to wear the armlet. In case of loss, they shall be
entitled to receive duplicates of the cards and to have
the insignia replaced.

Article4l

The personnel designated in Article 25 shall wear,
but only while carrying out medical duties, a white
armlet bearing in its centre the distinctive sign in
miniature; the armlet shall be issued and stamped by
the military authority.

Military identity documents to be carried by this type
of personnel shall specify what special training they
have received, the temporary character of the duties
they are engaged upon, and their authority for
wearing the armlet.

Article42

The distinctive flag of the Convention shall be
hoisted only over such medical units and
establishments as are entitled to be respected under
the Convention, and only with the consent of the
military authorities. In mobile units, asin fixed
establishments, it may be accompanied by the
national flag of the Party to the conflict to which the
unit or establishment belongs.

Nevertheless, medical units which have fallen into
the hands of the enemy shall not fly any flag other
than that of the Convention. Parties to the conflict
shall take the necessary steps, in so far as military
considerations permit, to make the distinctive
emblems indicating medical units and establishments
clearly visible to the enemy land, air or naval forces,
in order to obviate the possibility of any hostile
action.

Article43

The medical units belonging to neutral countries,
which may have been authorized to lend their
services to a belligerent under the conditions laid
downin Article 27, shall fly, along with the flag of
the Convention, the national flag of that belligerent,
wherever the latter makes use of the faculty conferred
on him by Article 42.
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Subject to ordersto the contrary by the responsible
military authorities, they may on all occasions fly their
national flag, even if they fall into the hands of the adverse
Party.

Article44

With the exception of the cases mentioned in the following
paragraphs of the present Article, the emblem of the red
cross on awhite ground and the words “ Red Cross” or “
Geneva Cross “ may not be employed, either in time of
peace or in time of war, except to indicate or to protect the
medical units and establishments, the personnel and
material protected by the present Convention and other
Conventions dealing with similar matters. The same shall
apply to the emblems mentioned in Article 38, second
paragraph, in respect of the countries which use them. The
National Red Cross Societies and other societies
designated in Article 26 shall have the right to use the
distinctive emblem conferring the protection of the
Convention only within the framework of the present
paragraph.

Furthermore, National Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion
and Sun) Societies may, in time of peace, in accordance
with their rational legislation, make use of the name and
emblem of the Red Cross for their other activities which
are in conformity with the principles laid down by the
International Red Cross Conferences. When those
activities are carried out in time of war, the conditions for
the use of the emblem shall be such that it cannot be
considered as conferring the protection of the Convention;
the emblem shall be comparatively small in size and may
not be placed on armlets or on the roofs of buildings.

The international Red Cross organizations and their duly
authorized personnel shall be permitted to make use, at all
times, of the emblem of the red cross on a white ground.

As an exceptional measure, in conformity with national
legislation and with the express permission of one of the
National Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun)

Societies, the emblem of the Convention may be
employed in time of peace to identify vehicles used as
ambulances and to mark the position of aid stations
exclusively assigned to the purpose of giving free
treatment to the wounded or sick.
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CHAPTER VIII

Execution of the Convention

Article 45

Each Party to the conflict, acting through its
Commanders-in-Chief, shall ensure the detailed
execution of the preceding Articles, and provide for
unforeseen cases, in conformity with the general
principles of the present Convention.

Article 46

Reprisals against the wounded, sick, personnel,
buildings or equipment protected by the Convention
are prohibited.

Article47

The High Contracting Parties undertake, in time of
peace as in time of war, to disseminate the text of the
present Convention as widely as possiblein their
respective countries, and, in particular, to include the
study thereof in their programmes of military and, if
possible, civil instruction, so that the principles
thereof may become known to the entire population,
in particular to the armed fighting forces, the medical
personnel and the chaplains.

Article48

The High Contracting Parties shall communicate to
one another through the Swiss Federal Council and,
during hostilities, through the Protecting Powers, the
official translations of the present Convention, as
well asthe laws and regulations which they may
adopt to ensure the application thereof.

CHAPTERIX

Repression of Abuses and Infractions

Article 49

The High Contracting Parties undertake to enact any
legislation necessary to provide effective penal
sanctions for persons committing, or ordering to be
committed, any of the grave breaches of the present
Convention defined in the following Article.
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Each High Contracting Party shall be under the obligation
to search for persons alleged to have committed, or to have
ordered to be committed, such grave breaches, arid shall
bring such persons, regardless of their nationality, before
its own courts. It may also, if it prefers, and in accordance
with the provisions of its own legislation, hand such
persons over for trial to another High Contracting Party
concerned, provided such High Contracting Party has
made out a prima facie case.

Each High Contracting Party shall take measures necessary
for the suppression of all acts contrary to the provisions of
the present Convention other than the grave breaches
defined in the following Article.

In all circumstances, the accused persons shall benefit by
safeguards of proper trial and defence, which shall not be
less favourable than those provided by Article 105 and
those following, of the Geneva Convention relative to the
Treatment of Prisoners of War of 12 August 1949.

Article 50

Grave breaches to which the preceding Article relates shall
be those involving any of the following acts, if committed
against persons or property protected by the Convention:
wilful killing, torture or inhuman treatment, including
biological experiments, wilfully causing great suffering or
serious injury to body or health, and extensive destruction
and appropriation of property, not justified by military
necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly.

Article51

No High Contracting Party shall be allowed to absolve
itself or any other High Contracting Party of any liability
incurred by itself or by another High Contracting Party in
respect of breaches referred to in the preceding Article.

Article 52

At the request of a Party to the conflict, an enquiry shall be
instituted, in a manner to be decided between the interested
Parties, concerning any alleged violation of the
Convention.

If agreement has not been reached concerning the
procedure for the enquiry, the Parties should agree on the
choice of an umpire who will decide upon the procedure to
be followed.

Once the violation has been established, the Partiesto the
conflict shall put an end to it and shall repressit with the
least possible delay.
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Article53

The use by individuals, societies, firms or companies
either public or private, other than those entitled
thereto under the present Convention, of the emblem
or the designation “ Red Cross“ or “ Geneva Cross “
or any sign or designation constituting an imitation
thereof, whatever the object of such use, and
irrespective of the date of its adoption, shall be
prohibited at all times.

By reason of the tribute paid to Switzerland by the
adoption of the reversed Federal colours, and of the
confusion which may arise between the arms of
Switzerland and the distinctive emblem of the
Convention, the use by private individuals, societies
or firms, of the arms of the Swiss Confederation, or
of marks constituting an imitation thereof, whether as
trademarks or commercial marks, or as parts of such
marks, or for a purpose contrary to commercial
honesty, or in circumstances capable of wounding
Swiss national sentiment, shall be prohibited at all
times.

Nevertheless, such High Contracting Parties as were
not party to the Geneva Convention of 27 July 1929,
may grant to prior users of the emblems,
designations, signs or marks designated in the first
paragraph, atime limit not to exceed three years from
the coming into force of the present Convention to
discontinue such use provided that the said use shall
not be such as would appear, in time of war, to confer
the protection of the Convention.

The prohibition laid down in the first paragraph of
the present Article shall also apply, without effect on
any rights acquired through prior use, to the emblems
and marks mentioned in the second paragraph of
Article 38.

Article54

The High Contracting Parties shall, if their legidation
is not already adequate, take measures necessary for
the prevention and repression, at al times, of the
abuses referred to under Article 53

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 55

The present Convention is established in English and
in French. Both texts are equally authentic.
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The Swiss Federal Council shall arrange for official
trand ations of the Convention to be made in the Russian
and Spanish languages.

Article 56

The present Convention, which bears the date of this day,
is open to signature until 12 February 1950, in the name of
the Powers represented at the Conference which opened at
Geneva on 21 April 1949; furthermore, by Powers not
represented at that Conference but which are Partiesto the
Geneva Conventions of 1864, 1906 or 1929 for the Relief
of the Wounded and Sick in Armiesin the Field.

Article57

The present Convention shall be ratified as soon as
possible and the ratifications shall be deposited at Berne.

A record shall be drawn up of the deposit of each
instrument of ratification and certified copies of thisrecord
shall be transmitted by the Swiss Federal Council to all the
Powers in whose name the Convention has been signed, or
whose accession has been notified.

Article 58

The present Convention shall come into force six months
after not less than two instruments of ratification have been
deposited.

Thereafter, it shall come into force for each High
Contracting Party six months after the deposit of the
instrument of ratification.

Article 59

The present Convention replaces the Conventions of 22
August 1864, 6 July 1906, and 27 July 1929, in relations
between the High Contracting Parties.

Article 60

From the date of its coming into force, it shall be open to
any Power in whose name the present Convention has not
been signed, to accede to this Convention.

Article 61

Accessions shall be notified in writing to the Swiss Federa
Council, and shall take effect six months after the date on
which they are received.

The Swiss Federal Council shall communicate the
accessions to all the Powers in whose name the
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Convention has been signed, or whose accession has
been notified.

Article 62

The situations provided for in Articles 2 and 3 shall
give immediate effect to ratifications deposited and
accessions notified by the Parties to the conflict
before or after the beginning of hostilities or
occupation. The Swiss Federal Council shall
communicate by the quickest method any
ratifications or accessions received from Parties to
the conflict.

Article 63

Each of the High Contracting Parties shall be at
liberty to denounce the present Convention.

The denunciation shall be notified in writing to the
Swiss Federal Council, which shall transmit it to the
Governments of all the High Contracting Parties.

The denunciation shall take effect one year after the
notification thereof has been made to the Swiss
Federal Council. However, a denunciation of which
notification has been made at a time when the
denouncing Power isinvolved in aconflict shall not
take effect until peace has been concluded, and until
after operations connected with release and
repatriation of the persons protected by the present
Convention have been terminated.

The denunciation shall have effect only in respect of
the denouncing Power. It shal in no way impair the
obligations which the Parties to the conflict shall
remain bound to fulfil by virtue of the principles of
the law of nations, as they result from the usages
established among civilized peoples, from the laws of
humanity and the dictates of the public conscience.

Article64

The Swiss Federal Council shall register the present
Convention with the Secretariat of the United
Nations. The Swiss Federal Council shall also inform
the Secretariat of the United Nations of all
ratifications, accessions and denunciations received
by it with respect to the present Convention.

In witness whereof the undersigned, having deposited
their respective full powers, have signed the present
Convention.

Done at Geneva this twelfth day of August 1949, in
the English and French languages. The original shall
be deposited in the archives of the Swiss
Confederation. The Swiss Federal Council shall
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transmit certified copies thereof to each of the Signatory
and Acceding States.

(Here follow signatures)

ANNEX |

Draft Agreement Relating to Hospital Zones
and Localities

Articlel

Hospital zones shall be strictly observed for the persons
named in Article 23 of the Geneva Convention for the
Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in
the Armed Forcesin the Field of 12 August 1949, and for
the personnel entrusted with the organization and
administration of these zones and localities, and with the
care of the persons therein assembl ed.

Nevertheless, persons whose permanent residence is within
such zones shall have the right to stay there.

Article2

No personsresiding, in whatever capacity, in a hospital
zone shall perform any work, either within or without the
zone, directly connected with military operations or the
production of war material.

Article3

The Power establishing a hospital zone shall take all
necessary measures to prohibit access to all persons who
have no right of residence or entry therein.

Article4

Hospital zones shall fulfil the following conditions:
(& They shall comprise only asmall part of the

territory governed by the Power which has established
them.

(b) They shall be thinly populated in relation to the
possibilities of accommodation.

(¢) They shall be far removed and free from all
military objectives, or large industrial or administrative
establishments.

(d) They shall not be situated in areas which,

according to every probability, may become important for
the conduct of the war.
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Articleb

Hospital zones shall be subject to the following
obligations:

(8 Thelinesof communication and means of
transport which they possess shall not be used for the
transport of military personnel or material, evenin
transit.

(b) They shall in no case be defen